Addition of a Commodity Category indication on Document Header. This is a required field, and must be indicated prior to closing and saving the document. The entries here are added in System Administration, so additions can be made at any time. This matches vendor registrations and triggers an automatic e-mail to be sent to vendors who have indicated interest in that category, notifying them that a bidding opportunity has been posted and instructs them to go to the eProcurement page. 
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Addition of the “Electronic Bid Permitted” indicator. When this is selected, vendors can bid online. The responses are loaded directly into the bid eval document after the closing date and time. The default is to NOT allow Electronic Bids. The functionality is there with the implementation of 4.9 into production, however, we plan to gradually introduce this to the vendor community. 

Note: With the addition of online bidding, all bid closing times must be in Eastern Time, as that is the central server time, regardless of which time zone the issuing office or service address.

