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Dear Friends:

Access to high-speed internet service – also known as broadband – is a critical component for the advancement of our Commonwealth in education, economic development, healthcare, and job creation.  In Kentucky, broadband is available to 99.2 percent of the urban population, which is on par with the national average, and 81.9 percent of the rural population, which is above the national average of 79.3 percent.  The Commonwealth ranks near the bottom of states in the percentage of households using broadband connections and 43rd for speed availability.  
To help Kentucky’s families, schools, and businesses successfully compete and thrive in today’s global economy, improving broadband access and use is a priority in our state’s strategic economic development plan.

You can assist in this effort by taking just a few minutes to complete a very important Broadband Utilization Survey that will help determine how businesses, organizations, and households use the internet.  

The survey is designed to gain an understanding of the availability and usage of broadband across Kentucky, identify areas where internet access is not being fully utilized as an educational or business tool, and to target areas with limited or no broadband availability.  The results will help build a strategic broadband plan that will help create jobs, improve medical care, and enhance educational opportunities.  

Please take the survey and encourage others to participate as well by passing this information along to other individuals and businesses in your communities.  

The Commonwealth Office of Broadband Outreach and Development is extending the deadline for Kentucky residents and businesses to participate in the Broadband Utilization Survey.  The survey will close March 23.  The direct link to the survey is http://finance.ky.gov/broadband/survey.htm
To learn more about Kentucky’s broadband initiative and the survey’s privacy policy, visit http://broadband.ky.gov.  Individual responses will be confidential and only used for research purpose.  

Thank you for supporting this important initiative that will have significant long-term impact on the quality of life in the Commonwealth.  
Governor Steven L. Beshear

